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For further information on rule's or policies in the Semper Fit Youth Sports Programs, contact SFYS at 645-3533/3534.   
Please call before coming by!
1- AGE DIVISIONS
(ALL DIVISIONS ARE CO-ED)
PEEWEE

5-6
TERMITE

7-8
MINOR


9-10
MAJOR


11-12
SENIOR

13-15
This book contains the rules and regulations governing the organization and administration of the Semper Fit Youth Sports Mini-Soccer League.  Play will be governed by the current edition of "FIFA LAWS of the GAME" with those exceptions as noted in these Rules and by-laws.
SFYS Soccer Rules and by-laws will take precedence over FIFA Rules wherever they conflict.
These Rules and by-laws are applicable to all divisions.
2- TEAM SELECTION
a. The SFYS Staff will assign eligible players to a team.  Teams will not be assigned more than 15 players per team with out prior approval from the head coach of that team.
b.  Coaches will not allow a player to participate (practice/games) with their team unless the coach has in his/her possession a copy of the players SFYS Sports Registration Form.
*  Failure to comply will put coaches personally liable for any injuries involving any player for whom they do not have a properly signed registration form.
c.  A player may not play in a game until he/she has had at least one official practice with the team.
d.  Coaches must inform the SFYS Staff when a player drops from their team.
e.  A team will forfeit all games in which an ineligible player has participated.  The player will be removed from the team and will not be eligible to play in the league for the remainder of the season.  The team may also be disqualified from tournament play.
f.  A player may request to participate in a division ONE LEVEL above his/her age.  Minimum playing time rule will be waived.
g.  A player may not participate in a division below his/her age except under circumstances of physical or mental impairment or by the recommendation of a doctor.
(1)

3- ELIGIBLE PLAYERS
a.  The player’s age on the first day of the season (practice) determines the age division into which they will be assigned.  *A child must be five years old by the last day of the season to register.
b.  A player who has properly completed the registration process and who has been assigned to a team by the SFYS Staff is eligible to participate in the Soccer League.
c.  Coaches are required to play each player at least the time equivalent of one half of each regulation game with the exception of a player who is playing out of their respective age division, injured or sick.
4-SCHEDULES
a.  The season will consist of those games scheduled by the SFYS Staff.
b.  All games or practices held outside of those scheduled by SFYS will not be sanctioned by Marine Corps Community Services.  Coaches and parents will be personally responsible for any incidents or injuries incurred at a non-sanctioned event.
c.  Official game scores or win/loss records will not be kept by SFYS.
5-GAME TIME
a.  Games will start as indicated on the schedule.  Warm ups and game preliminaries will take place before the scheduled start of the game.
b.  Game time is forfeit time.
c.  At the beginning of the game, choice of ends and the kick-off will be decided by a coin toss.  The team winning the coin toss shall have the option of defending a goal or kick-off.
6-PLAYER DISCIPLINE
a.  When a player arrives at a game more than 10 minutes after the game has started, the minimum playing time rule is waived.
b.  Coaches or the SFYS Staff may suspend a player at any time from participation in games or practices for improper conduct, poor attitude, failure to attend practices or games, poor sportsmanship and failure to support the coaching staff or the team.
c.  If a player is suspended, the coach must notify the SFYS Coordinator and the parents or legal guardian within two working days of the suspension.
d.  Under no circumstances will another player discipline a player.  Any player being disciplined will be done with temperance and away from the presence of others.
(2)

7-COACHES CONDUCT
a.  Coaches are subject to disciplinary action for the following:

1) Failure to uphold the NYSCA Coaches Pledge of Ethics

2) Failure to uphold SFYS Rules and by-laws

3) Unsportsman-like conduct

4) Arguing with officials

5) Failure to support the SFYS Program or Staff 

6) Failure to maintain and return all SFYS property and equipment

7) Allowing illegal or ineligible players practice or play with their team
b.  Disciplinary action will be documented and kept on file for at least one year and may consist of but not limited to:

1) Verbal warning

2) Written warning

3) Suspension of coaching privileges

4) Permanent revocation of NYSCA certification and coaching privileges on all Marine Corps Bases.  NYSCA revocation is permanent.
c.  A written appeal to disciplinary action may be filed with the SFYS Coordinator within ten working days of notification.
d.  A Disciplinary Board will hear appeals within ten days after an appeal has been filed.  The Disciplinary Board will consist of the SFYS Coordinator, Assistant Coordinator, two SFYS Coaches in good standing with at least second level NYSCA Certification and the Semper Fit Athletic Director or designated appointee.
e.  The SFYS Coordinator will act as Board Chairman and will vote only to break a tie.
f.  Notification of Disciplinary action resulting in suspension of a coach will be forwarded to:

1) The Commanding Officer of the Unit in which the Coach is affiliated

2) Kadena Youth Activities Director and Sports Coordinator

3) NYSCA Headquarters

4) All others who have a vested interest
(3)

8-CANCELLATIONS OF GAMES
(SOCCER IS AN ALL WEATHER SPORT)
a.  Cancellation of games will be determined on site.
b.  Games may be cancelled if an official has determined that the field is unsafe for play.
c.  Tropical Cyclone Condition one (TC-1) or greater will terminate all practice and games in progress.  Parents must pick up their child within one hour of entering TC-1.  The goals may be secured at an earlier condition which will terminate all games on that field (see rule 8e).
d.  Lightning in the immediate area of a game or practice will terminate all activity.
e.  Games terminated before half time due to weather or field conditions will be rescheduled by the SFY sports office.  Games terminated after the completion of the first half or second quarter will be considered a completed game and not be rescheduled.  The score at the time the game is terminated will be the official and final score.
9-PRACTICES
a.  Listed below are the maximum number of sanctioned practice times and days for each division:

PEEWEE

2 days per week

60 min. per day

TERMITE

2 days per week

60 min. per day

MINOR


2 days per week

60 min. per day

MAJOR


2 days per week

60 min. per day

SENIOR

3 days per week

60 min. per day
*Due to limited space, teams will be issued one-hour time blocks twice per week
b.  Scrimmages will be considered practice time for both teams.
c.  Any practices or scrimmages beyond the above listed times/frequency must be voluntary.  Players will not be penalized for not attending practices or scrimmages beyond the above listed times/frequency.
10-PROTESTS
a.  Protests will be allowed on rule interpretation only, not judgment calls.  Once a legitimate protest has been made to the head official, the head official will note the time at which the protest was made and the game will continue.
b.  Only the head coach or volunteer in charge of a team may file protest.
c.  Protests must be filed in writing with the SFYS Coordinator within two working days of the protested game.
***During tournament play, protests may be given orally and must be brought to the Tournament Director before the next game in which either team participates.
(4)

d.  If protest is not filed within the set time limit, it will be considered invalid and the outcome of the game will stand.
e.  The SFYS Coordinator or the Tournament Director will make notification as to the outcome of a protested game to the coaches of the teams involved.  The decision of either the SFYS Coordinator or the Tournament Director will be FINAL.
11-EQUIPMENT
a.  The SFYS Program will provide each team with soccer balls, boundary cones, and a mesh-carrying bag.
b.    All equipment must be returned or accounted for immediately after the season.  Make sure the equipment is cleaned before returning.  Coaches are financially responsible for issued equipment.
c.  All players are required to wear hard plastic shin guards and must be completely covered by socks.  (Foam shin guards may be worn in the PEEWEE division only)
d.  Cleats are highly recommended for play.  Cleats may not extend from the sides, front, or back of the shoe.  Toe cleats, metal cleats of any sort and spikes are not allowed.
e.  Coaches must supply their team’s goalie with a jersey that is distinctly different in color from that of any other player on the field.
f.  Front and side pockets on a player’s shorts/trousers must be sewn shut.  A back pocket is allowed as in commercial soccer wear.
g.  Males are encouraged to wear cups and athletic supporters.
h.  All players are encouraged to wear mouth guards.
12-OFFICIALS
a.  The head official will keep the official time and score of the game.
b.  The head official at his/her discretion may request assistance from individuals of sufficient maturity to act as linesmen.
c.  Officials have the authority to enforce all rules and regulations of the SFYS Program on the field and the surrounding areas before, during and after all scheduled events.
(5)

d.  Complaints regarding officials may be filed with the SFYS Coordinator for investigation.
e.  Officials may not officiate a game in which a family member is a player or a coach.
f.  Officials are held to the same standards of conduct as are all other participants and must conduct themselves in a courteous and professional manner.
g.  Officials may be suspended from officiating SFYS activities for conduct violations.
h.  Officials are encouraged to help participants understand the game and its rules.
i.  Officials are required to identify themselves to anyone at any time.
13-CONDUCT
a.  Coaches are responsible for the actions of participants and spectators on their side of the field. Additionally, coaches are responsible for the conduct of team parents at all games.
b.  Participants and spectators must not disturb or interfere with other spectators, participants, players or officials.
c.  Officials, coaches or SFYS Staff may ask spectators to conduct themselves in an orderly manner and to display good sportsmanship.
d.  Anyone, who after receiving such a request from a coach, official, or staff member continues to exhibit poor sportsmanship or disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the sight and sound of the game immediately.
***Coaches, officials or staff members are required to report such incidents to the SFYS Coordinator the next business day.  If possible provide the individuals name, sponsors name/rank, service, command or any other information that would be helpful.
e.  Refusal to comply with a Coach, Official or SFYS Staff member is just cause to terminate a game in progress until the offending party has left the sight and sound of the game.  If necessary, the Military Police may be called to remove such individuals.
f.  If a participant or spectator is habitually disruptive or displays unsportsman like behavior, he/she may be barred from attending SFYS activities for up to one year.  Unruly, offensive or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.
g.  If a player is ejected from a game he/she will not be allowed to participate in the next scheduled game.  The ejected player is required to show up for the next scheduled game and check in with the head official to verify that they are not playing in the game.  Two ejections in a single season will terminate eligibility for the remainder of the season.  Registration fees will not be refunded.
(6)

h.  Any participant ejected from a game will leave the sight and sound of the playing field immediately.
i.  If a coach is ejected from a game, his/her coaching duties for the next scheduled game will be suspended.  He/she may not sit with the team or participate in any way and must assign his/her coaching duties to the assistant coach or another individual.  Two ejections in a single season will terminate his/her coaching position for the remainder of the season.
j.  A coach who quits a game in progress, with or with out his/her team in a manner contrary to the SFYS Rules and by-laws has terminated his/her coaching position within the SFYS Program.  This includes any team function.
k.  No one will be allowed to observe or participate in any SFYS Program while under the influence of alcohol.
l.  The use of tobacco products by participants or spectators at any SFYS Program activity is prohibited.
m.  Any and all violent acts will not be tolerated. Profanity or obscene gestures will not be permitted nor tolerated.  Any player, parent, or coach seen or heard will be ejected from the game or game site.
n.  Players will not be harassed or berated by any coach, participant or spectator.
14-REGULATION PLAY
a.  Listed below are the regulation game times for each division:

-PEEWEE

4 eight minute quarters with two minute breaks between each quarter and five minute break at the half.
-TERMITE

4 ten minute quarters with two minute breaks between each quarter and five minute break at the half.

-MINOR

2 twenty five-minute halves with five minute break after the first half.

-MAJOR

2 thirty minute halves with a five-minute break after the first half.

-SENIOR

2 thirty-five minute halves with a five minute break after the first half.
b.  Substitutions may be made during ANY stoppage in the game with the authorization of the official.
c.  There will be free substitutions of eligible players.  Any player may re-enter the game when substitutions are allowed in accordance with these Rules and by-laws.
d.  In the peewee division each team may field a maximum of seven players to include the goalie.
e. A team may start and end a game with eight players (five in the peewee division).

(7)

f. In the peewee and termite divisions, the team that kicks off at the start of the game will do a throw in at

 the beginning of the third quarter.  The receiving team at the start of the game will do a throw in at the beginning of the second quarter and will kick off the second half.  Teams will change goals only at the half.

g. There will be no PENALTY KICKS in the peewee and termite divisions.  Instead the offensive team

 will take a free kick from the top of the penalty box.  Defensive players may help the goalkeeper in the penalty box.  

In the minor and up divisions, all games ending in a tie will be decided by a Penalty kicks.

h. There will be no SLIDE TACKLES in the Peewee and Termite divisions.  If a player slide tackles 

twice in one quarter, the official will ask the player to sit out until the next quarter.

i. A coach may designate an assistant coach or parent to stand behind their goal to assist the goalkeeper

in the peewee division only.

j.    A game may be canceled or concluded at any time providing both coaches agree.  The official must be made aware of the agreement to terminate the game.  The final score will be the score at the time the game is terminated.  
i.  In the interest of safety, officials will have liberal discretion in determining possession of the ball by a goalie.  One hand on the ball may determine possession.
15-UNIFORMS
a.  The jersey provided by SFYS will be the OFFICIAL game jersey and only authorized jersey for games.
b.  Front and side pockets on a player’s shorts/trousers must be sewn shut.  A back pocket is allowed as in commercial soccer wear.
c.  Players must remove all jewelry to include earrings.  Hair ornaments must be pliable.
16-OFF-SIDES
a.  Offsides will not be enforced in the peewee or termite divisions.  
b.  Coaches may not instruct a player to play in an offside position.  If the official determines that a coach has instructed a player to play in an offside position, a penalty may be awarded.
c.  A player in an offside position is not always penalized.  Offsides penalty will be called only if a player in an offside position interferes with play or seek to gain an advantage by being in an offside position.
17-GENERAL RULES
a.  Spectators are not to enter the coach’s box and must remain at least three feet away from the sidelines and twenty feet away from the goal lines of the field.  Officials may stop play until such time as spectators have cleared the area.
b.  Only the teams coach and assistants may occupy the coach’s box.  They must remain within fifteen feet of mid-field except when motioned onto the field by an official.  In the peewee division the coach’s box will run the length of the sidelines.
c. In the event that officials are not present at game time, coaches are encouraged to use parents or

 themselves as officials.  Coaches must notify the SFYS Coordinator in these instances.  Such games may be rescheduled at the end of the season by contacting the SFYS Coordinator. 

d.    Participants may not require or pressure other participants to provide labor, money or any material item for any reason.
(8)

*ALL RULES AND BY-LAWS SET FORTH WILL REMAIN AS SUCH UNLESS THERE IS A SAFETY CONCERN TO THE PARTICIPANTS, WHICH WILL THEN BE ROUGHT UP TO A COMMITTEE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.
**Any modifications or amendments to these By-Laws will be at the discretion and review of the board members.  Youth Sports reserves the rights to modify the By-laws as needed at any given time.
 SEMPER FIT YOUTH SPORTS COORDINATORS
JASON KOZERSKI, SONNY JONES, RICK GATES, and CHRISTINE WALTER 
645-3521/3522/33
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